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Third Presbyterian Church June 2021 

News from the Pastor 

A Bridge is Coming to Third… 
 

     You probably read the title bout a bridge and went, “What bridge?  What bridge is he talking about?”   

 

     Allow me to say we’re not talking about a literal bridge like the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco.  Golden 
Gate is one amazing bridge!    

 

     We are talking about the idea of bridge and how a bridge helps us reach new 
things.  During the first six months of 2020, the Session, which is the governing 
leadership body of the church, began looking for a new pastor, spent much of its 
time asking itself what kind of minister it wanted and what kind of minister the 
congregation needed.  As you might imagine, a lot of time, discussion, and prayer 
were devoted to this issue.  Others in the congregation participated and shared 
thoughts.       

 

     The Session intentionally sought out interim ministers who might come and serve with the congregation as it 
moved through a period of transition.   During this same period, the General Presbyter or leader of the Presby-
tery of Eastern Virginia, the Rev. Liza Hendricks, asked Dr. Larry Toney to serve the congregation as a supply 
pastor in 2020 (Of course, I am that Larry Toney!)     

 

     In the fall of 2020, the Session decided to approach that Larry Toney about serving as the pastor of the con-
gregation.  The Session and I discussed the issue at length.  We wanted to ensure we both wanted similar things, 
saw similar needs, and could work together as a team.  After praying and discussing this for several months, the 
Session and I decided to approach the Presbytery about having that guy named earlier as the church’s next min-
ister.  The Presbytery was exceptionally supportive.   

 

     The Presbytery suggested the next minister be called as a Bridge Pastor.  A bridge pastor is a person that 
helps a church family and a community build a bridge to the future God has for them.  As a Bridge Pastor, the 
pastor can stay for as long as he or she would like subject to the wishes of the congregation and the presbytery.   
The Bridge Pastor can be called with the approval of the Session and the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry 
(COM).   The final required approval was granted in May by the Presbytery which made Pastor Larry the new 
pastor of Third Presbyterian Church starting on July 1st.    

Continued to page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

 

I playfully tease people by telling them this may, or this may not be a good thing!  Third Presbyterian has 
been loving and supportive and I deeply appreciate the affirmation you have given me!  Likewise, I am pro-
foundly grateful to those of you who pray for me.  I know God honors your prayers.  Now, with that said, there 
might be those who will say this when hearing this news. “Uh, oh.  This could be trouble!”  Hmm.  Could this 
be trouble?         

 

1) First, there were some in my family who actually called me Trouble.  “Here comes trouble,” they 
 would say.  I responded by telling them, “Hey, anyone could have set  that house on fire.  It  was an 
 accident…okay…so uh…it was the second accident this week, but it was still an accident.”   

 

 I have been called a troublemaker during my ministry.   I told people in the first congregation I 
 served “The Bible wants us to tithe,” (Malachi 3:10) which means the Lord wants us to give ten per-
 cent of our income to the church.  This caused trouble.  Let me say, I didn’t say the church would police 
 how people chose to give or not give.  I said God wants us to tithe.  God gave us this standard because 
 He wants us to live in dependence on Him.  I tithe so that I can live in dependence on God and because 
 I love the Lord Jesus.  I give because of all the things God has given to me.  I have been extraordinarily 
 blessed.  Still, just saying what the Bible said caused me trouble.     

 

 Similarly, during my first ministry, I said, “God loves every person and wants them in His
 church” (John 3:16).  God loves every person whether they are a military spouse, a blue-collar worker, 
 a grandparent, a  homeless person, an East Asian man, a black teen, a person with schizophrenia, or 
 a single white mom with three unruly kids who’s unemployed.  God loves every person and wants 
 them in His church.  This caused trouble in my first congregation because the single mom’s kids act-
 ed out in worship, the homeless person had an odor, and the schizophrenic man talked to himself.  
 That first congregation had trouble accepting people who were different.  Honestly, different people 
 can cause us to feel uncomfortable.  Over time, the church developed love for every person and as the 
 church did that and reached out into the community the congregation experienced exponential 
 growth, but still for a long time some thought I was causing trouble.   

 

 Allow me to say that I did not want to cause trouble as a pastor.  I only wanted to care for people and 
 draw every person I met closer to our best friend, Savior, and Lord, Jesus.  

 

2) I am passionate about helping people emotionally, relationally, 
 mental ly and of course, spiritually!  After retiring from the Army, I 
 returned to graduate school to obtain two degrees.  One was in  pas-
 toral counseling and the second in mental health counseling. I 
 wanted the skills to be able to help people.  One-in-four people at 
 any given time in America can be diagnosed with a mental health 
 disorder.  That number would not include those who don’t meet 
 the threshold for a diagnosis but still have many of the symptoms of 
 a particular disorder such as anxiety or depression.  If one-in-four 
 could meet the diagnosis for a disorder, imagine how many more 
 struggle with the symptoms of a particular mental health issue but 
 are not able to meet the threshold  for a diagnosis.  This suggests 

 
Jesus Healing a Child 
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 there are literally tens of millions of people in our country who are suffering emotional and mental
 health issues which can cause relational, vocational, and spiritual issues.  Wanting to help those who 
 were hurting caused trouble in my first congregation.  Some did not want troubled people in their 
 midst.  If we knew the truth, we’d probably find they had troubles like everyone else but giving 
 people permission to address their issues made them very uncomfortable.  After being with you and 
 the Session, I believe wanting to help and heal others is part of the DNA at Third.  You want to help 
 people and help them find healing in every area of their life (James 5:14-15).         

 

3) I have a sense of humor.  Oh boy, my sense of humor has caused 
 me real trouble!  I have been in churches that were very serious.  
 They didn’t laugh.  Church was a place to be reverent and laughing 
 was not reverent.  By contrast, I have learned humor helps a person 
 cope.  Laughing at a joke releases endorphin that makes the body 
 healthier.  Hearing a funny anecdote helps a person to relax.  
 Watching a funny video allows a person to take a breath and regain 
 their perspective.  And thankfully, the people at Third Presbyterian 
 like to laugh!  The Bible even says, “Laughter is good medicine” and 
 it’s right!   I don’t think this will get me into trouble at Third because some of you are funnier than me!   

 

4) I am impaired.  I was hesitant about accepting the call to Third because I have disabilities that have 
 caused me trouble.  I don’t even like to say the word “disability,” because saying the word makes me 
 recognize I am disabled.  I just sighed and then groaned when I wrote the word disabled!   I don’t like 
 to admit I am disabled, but I am.  I have physical challenges like sun damage to my skin from 
 multiple combat deployments.  I am taking a type of chemo-cream for a cancer cells found on my 
 neck right now.  I have a bad right knee that aches and will not allow me to run.  I have Post Trau-
 matic Stress Disorder as many of you know.  I’ll talk more about this next month.  I am so impaired I 
 wonder sometimes if I can manage my day-to-day challenges.  One of the humbling things about 
 Third is the numbers of people who have told me they don’t care if I’m impaired.  “We’re all im-
 paired,” I’ve heard you tell me, “which is why we are in church.  We’ll help each other!”  Experienc-
 ing how you’ve helped me was one key to my accepting the call from the Session.  Interestingly, in  the 
 Bible we are told, “God helps us in all our troubles, so that we are able to help others who have  
 all kinds of troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received from God” (2 Corinthi-
 ans 1:4).    
 

The good news is the Session, and the congregation have prayed for a pastor and now, well…you got one.  
God answered your prayers.  The bad news is you probably should have been a little more specific in your 
prayers.  Such as you might have prayed to the Lord, “We’d like to have a pastor who is not follicly chal-
lenged” or “We’d like to have a pastor who is at least technically sane…”    

 

As always, if I can help you as a pastor, please let me know.  I’d be honored to pray for you.  I genuinely thank 
you for what you do for the Lord Jesus and His church every day, 

 

Pastor Larry 
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Church Retreat @ Second Presbyterian Church 

June 5th, Saturday, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Register Today 
 

You are invited to the Church Retreat!   Second Presbyterian Church is holding a mini-church retreat on 
Saturday, June 5th, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  A featured speaker for the program will be Third’s own 
Larry Toney!   Larry has been asked to talk about Iraq and his two tours in Iraq with the Army.  Specifical-
ly, Larry will talk about the church in Iraq and the Middle East!    
 

The theme for the retreat is “Around the World.”  The event will feature international activities for the 
kids, speakers for the youth and adults, lunch consisting of the Chili Cook-off, international storytelling, 
and mission projects.  Best of all, this will be a time to see each other and interact as a church once again! 
 

We’re thinking Chili!  Yummy!  And you can also join the Chili Cookoff!  Wouldn’t it be cool if Third won 
the Chili Cookoff at Second?   To join the Chili Cookoff, contact Peggy Troyer at 210-240-2628 or via email 
at alkatoma@netzero.com 
 

Bring a mask and a chair if you are able.   If not, you can borrow one of the chairs at Second.    
 

To register for the retreat please use the link below.  You may also call Katie White in the church to regis-
ter at 757-615-8278 or by email at kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org.  Best of all, the retreat is free!   Yahoo!   
There really is a free lunch and it’s at Second on June 5th and you are invited!   Bring a friend and tell them 
you will buy them lunch!    

 

Second Presbyterian Church is located at 7305 Hampton Boulevard in Norfolk.   

 

The Life Changers Book Club                                                                                                  
Fifteen Brave Souls Registered for the Book Club! 

 

The Book Club plans to hold both in-person and a virtual meeting to discuss the book                                    
The Hiding Place on Thursday, August 5th, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm 

 

The in-person meeting location will be at Third Presbyterian Church                                                                   
and include some especially tasty goodies! 

 

The Meeting Link for the Book Club is:  http://bit.ly/LifeChangersBookClub 
 

For more information about the book club and the summer’s book selection, please contact                         
Pastor Larry at larrytoney1998@gmail.com 

 

http://bit.ly/LifeChangersBookClub
mailto:larrytoney1998@gmail.com
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THIRD PRESBYERIAN CHURCH  

 RONNIE HOGWOOD MEN’S FISHING TOURNAMENT 

Saturday, July 24th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to catch a cobia?  How about a shark? 

The Guys at Third Will Have a Blast!  You might even see Pastor Larry kiss a fish! 
 

Registration will be limited.  Pastor Larry has already registered! 

Cost for the trip is $90.00 per person. 

The fishing trip will be for six hours.  The boat will leave at 9:00 am. 
 

The Three Winning Categories include:                                                                                        
1) the person who caught the Most Fish, 2) the Biggest Fish, and 3) the Ugliest Fish! 

 

To Register contact Pastor Larry  via text at 910-257-0308 or email larrytoney1998@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Giving Gate 

 

Every other Wednesday from 4-6pm and Sunday from 1-3pm, the narthex at Third will be unlocked  
to accept donations!   Donations can also be dropped off on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9am - 1pm during 

office hours 
 

We are in need of donations including: non-perishable food for our food pantry,  
books for our community library, clothes for our clothes closet,  used athletic shoes for the one  

million tree project, and empty pill bottles.  
 

If you are willing to help monitor the narthex on Wednesdays or Sundays, please sign up here:   
https://bit.ly/TPCGivingGateForm   

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Larry Kissing a Fish  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FTPCGivingGateForm&data=04%7C01%7Cagriffin%40nps.k12.va.us%7C05071f19519c4afc4ae108d8c89f13a2%7C0c3b3cb60d6a4d31b043f61fb69363d3%7C0%7C0%7C637479933873705595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
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Join Us For Worship Every Sunday 

Live Stream Worship 
Every Sunday at 11 am 

 

Join us each Sunday morning for virtual worship at 
11 am.  Below is the Zoom link where you will be 
able to see those leading worship and along with 
parts of our liturgy.  Below is the new and updated 
link, phone number and password as of July 13th.   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/605837516?
pwd=V0R5VmNCQ2Mraml1TFdOVXpGMEpiQT

09 
If you do not have computer access, you can call in 
with your home or cell phone using Zoom’s dial in 

option. 
 

Meeting ID: 605 837 516 
Password: 23518 

Phone: 312-626-6799 
 

Upcoming Pulpit Schedule 
 June 6  

Pastor Larry 
 

June 13 
Pastor Larry 

 
June 20 

Pastor Larry 
 

June 27 
To be determined 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

June Lectionary Readings 
 

June 6th  
1 Samuel 8:4–11 (12–15), 16–20 (11:14–15) 

Psalm 138 
Genesis 3:8–15 

Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

Mark 3:20–35 
 

June 13th  
1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 

Psalm 20 
Ezekiel 17:22–24 

Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15 
2 Corinthians 5:6–10 (11–13) 14–17 

Mark 4:26–34 
 

June 20th  
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4–11, 19–23) 32–49 

or 1 Samuel 17:57—18:5, 10–16 
Psalm 9:9–20  

Psalm 133 
Job 38:1–11 

Psalm 107:1–3, 23–32 
2 Corinthians 6:1–13 

Mark 4:35–41  
 

June 27th  
2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27 

Psalm 130 
Lamentations 3:23–33 

Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7–15 

Mark 5:21–43 
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Help Feed the Farm Workers 
 

Every year roughly 3,000 migrant and seasonal farmworkers arrive on the Eastern Shore of Virginia 
starting in late April and staying through November.  They work long hours: 10-12 hours a day, 7 days a 
week throughout the growing and harvesting season. They are the backbone of our local agricultural 
economy and yet they live and work here among us in poverty and isolation. 
  
Joining with many other Presbytery of Eastern VA churches, Third PC is collecting needed 
items and Third PW are collecting food to assist these our brothers and sisters who work so hard to 
put the food on our tables.  Please bring any of the following items to church during the giving gate hours 
or when the church office is open starting the week of June 7th, on Tuesdays & Fridays from 9 am – 1 
pm.   Please mark your items “Farm Workers” and leave them in the box in the narthex. 
  

Needed Items: 
children's clothing (NB-5T spring, summer, and light fall attire) 

adult jeans 
adult & children’s socks 

laundry detergent 
hand sanitizer 

feminine hygiene products 
deodorant 
sunscreen 
chapstick 

hats (baseball style and sun hats) bandanas 
disposable diapers (NB-6) 

baby wipes 
  

Canvas or plastic reusable shopping bags to pack the food kits: 
MASECA (cornmeal), 4 pound bag 

All-purpose flour, 5 pound bag 
Vegetable oil, 16 – 48 oz. 

Jalapeno peppers, 12 – 18 oz. can 
Canned tomato sauce 

Canned vegetables 
Beans 

Long grain rice 
 

P.W. & All of Team Third 
 

The ladies will be putting together food bags for the migrant workers. Along with the usual five items—
the flour, jalapenos, oil, dried black beans and rice—we have been asked to also add tomato sauce and 
canned vegetables this year. They are also asking for cases of bottled water. Please have your brown bag, 
filled, to Nancy Babor no later than Saturday, June 26th. (and any water) Look above for the detailed list 
from Jessica for the migrant workers. Everyone is invited to fill a bag! Questions? Call Nancy B. or Jessica. 
 
Nancy B. 
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SOS Support Group 
Success Over Self Esteem Support Group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This summer, Third Presbyterian  
along with Second Presbyterian Church  

will offer a summer support group entitled:  
 

Self Esteem Facts:   
 

75% of girls with low self esteem report engage in 
negative activities such as cutting themselves, binge 

eating, and abusing substances.   
 

74% of women feel under pressure to                  
please everyone. 

 
70% of girls report they do not feel they are         

good enough.     
 

52% of women over the age of 13 are “unhappy    
with their bodies.”   

 
Men also struggle with poor self-worth, poor self-

acceptance, and poor self-image.  
 

The group will meet four times on Wednesdays  
from Noon to 1:00 pm 

On June 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th 
 

The group will be led by a National                           
Certified Counselor. 

The group is free.   
All are encouraged to attend.  

 
The Zoom Link for the Weekly Group is below:   

http://bit.ly/SOSSelfEsteem 
 

Registration is not Required but for planning        
purposes please email  

if you are able, please let Larry  
know at larrytoney1998@gmail.com                        

that you want to attend.  

Stewardship News 
 

I want to thank everyone who are tithing through 
REALM, sending checks to the church, or sending or 
bringing their checks directly to me. We have to do 
things differently during different times. But most of 
all I want to thank you for continuing to tithe to 
Third Church. We continue to pay all of our employ-
ees and our bills, along with fixing our roof leaks 
and redoing both offices, and generally getting the 
church ready to reopen. We also see the need of our 
greater community around us, and continue to do 
outreach. So please keep up on your pledges and do-
nations, we need them now more than ever.  With 
places opening up again and vacation time upon us 
please be safe and stay healthy. 
 
Nancy B. 
 

https://onrealm.org/ThirdPC/give/now 
 

Offering Totals for May 
May 2nd 

Total Offering - $1215.00 
 

May 9th 
Total Offering - $1930.00 

 
May 16th 

Total Offering - $1535.00 
 

May 23rd 
Total Offering - $2704.00 

Building, Roof, & Office Repair - $500.00 
 

May 30th 
Total Offering - $1030.00 
Office Upgrade - $300.00 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund - $100.00 
 

 
Office Hours Resuming 

 
Beginning the week of June 7th, our church           
secretary, Debbie Platte, will be in the office          
every Tuesday and Friday from 9 am - 1 pm.   

 
Please feel free to give her a call or send her an 

email, if you need any assistance. 
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June 1 - Terry Grandstaff 
June 10 - Gwendolyn Lavallee 

June 22 - Dot Grandstaff 
June 23 - Steve Glover 

June 24 - Erika McKinney 
June 30 - Dee Glover 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 14 - Susan & Richard Mayo 
June 15 - Brandon & Laura Griffin 

June 19 - Phil & Claudia Cary 
 
 

Attention All Ladies!!!!!!! 
 

We are planning to resume our Third Church Cir-
cles in September and we need YOU!! We are invit-
ing you to join us, and spend bible study, devotion 
time, fellowship and breaking bread together with 
other ladies from Team Third. Our bible studies 
are wrote and illustrated by teams from PW/
Horizons. Many minds, hearts and hands are in-
volved in choosing, writing, editing and field-
testing each study. You will study the Bible with 
Presbyterian  Women! 
 
Part of our Presbyterian Women Purpose is to 
“nurture our faith through prayer and Bible 
study.” Our Bible studies link Presbyterian women 
in a shared experience across PW and with our 
ecumenical friends and partners.  So won’t you 
come join us? We’re waiting to hear from YOU!! 
 

Nancy B. 
 

Presbyterian Women 
Ongoing projects: 
A. new or gently used clothing for 
shelters.  
B. brown bags for St. Columba.  
C. stamps for the American Philatelic society.  

Prayer List 
 

Please remember the following people and fami-
lies in your  prayers, that they might be lifted up 
through your conversations with God:   

Betty Graham 

Ginny Davis 

Steve Glover 

Larry McKinney 

Anne Basnight 

Darlene Pick 

Marlin Stockdill 

Kitty and Randy Ribaudo 

Phil and Claudia Cary 

Ruth Bray 

Holly Gaff 

Nancy Babor 

Laurie Morrissey and her mother 

The Family of Melodie Connely                                                             
Joseph Bray’s grandmother / Ruth Bray’s mother 

Pastor Larry and Peggy Toney 

Our Church 

The Session 

If anyone has a prayer concern, please contact, Dee 
Glover.  You can call a  prayer  request in by calling 
Dee at 757-588-7964 or call the church office.  You 
can also email to thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com .  

 

 

 

mailto:thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com
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Amy Griffin  

757-618-3006 

Claudia and Phil Cary 

*Dee Glover  

Meghan Powell and Geno Morgan 

Ginny Davis 

Betty Graham 

Jessica Fitzgerald & Family 

Pete and Debbie Goode 

Nancy and Vernon Barham 

Dorothy Grandstaff 

Ron and Inda Ratcliff 

*Chuck and Suzanne Olejasz  

Larry and Peggy Toney 
 

Jessica Fitzgerald 

757-581-1153 

Stacy Apelt and Judy Floyd Apelt  

Nancy Babor   

James daSilva 

*Steven and Claudia Glover  

Ginny Keisel 

Tim Green & Family 

Holly Gaff and CJ Jones 

Malinda Hanna Davis   

Jennifer Lavallee & Family 

* Anne Basnight  

  

Dennis Griffin 

757-618-3005 

Marguerite Duke 

Betty Hart 

Susan Howlett 

Michael and Teresa Gibbs 

Garland and Peggy Russell 

Carol and Tom Maxwell 

T. J. and Larry McKinney 

Lexi White 

Joseph Bray 

Ruth Bray 

 

 

 

Carol Maxwell  

757-531-9851 

Cheryl and Fred Holtz  

Teri Howard   

Janice daSilva 

**Brittany French 

Dave and Jenni Joyce 

Artie and Milinda Derrenbacker 

Marlin Stockdill 

Randy and Kitty Ribaudo 

Shelli Quales 

 

  

Nancy Babor 

757-588-7501 

Susan Mayo 

*Dolores Ominski 

Darlene Pick 

Debbie and Ray Platte 

John and Aileen Coggeshall 

Amy and Dennis Griffin 

Jim Rudiger 

*Dee Curtis  
 

 

*no email-please call 

** Text 

Red = Shut-in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calvin Presbyterian Church 

2901 E Little Creek Rd, Norfolk, VA 
23518 (757) 587-1591  

• Food Pantry Hours 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

• Third Saturdays of the month 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   

  

The food pantry serves Norfolk 
zip codes 23518 and 23503.  
Those in need of assistance 
may obtain a referral from any of 
the participating churches.  

  

Pantry Wish List: 

25 oz Apple Sauce  

16 oz Baked Beans 

24 oz Beef Stew  

15 oz Peas 

15 oz Green Beans  

1 lb 13 oz Canned Fruit 

32 oz Jelly   

18 oz Peanut Better 

32 oz Pancake Mix  

24 oz Syrup 

1 lb Rice   

8.25 oz Tuna  Helper 

6 oz Tuna   

15 oz Spaghetti O’s 

15 oz Thick Soup  

64 oz Juice  

12 oz Luncheon Meat    

7.25 oz Macaroni & Cheese 

13.75 oz Mashed Potatoes  

13.7 oz Oatmeal Individual Packs 

16 oz Spaghetti Noodles 

26.5 oz Spaghetti Sauce  

Dry Milk, Individual Packs 

  

Please, no baby food, coffee, tea, sug-
ar, pickles, olives, condiments, toma-
toes, cranberries, canned milk, crack-
ers or mushrooms. 

Shepherd’s List 2021 
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Third Presbyterian Church 

8065 Carlton Street 

Norfolk , V23518 

CHURCH  STAFF 
 
Dr. Larry O. Toney, Pastor 

Debbie Platte, Secretary     

Joseph C. Bray, III, Organist/ Choir Director  

Clara Barnes, Sexton 

Teri Howard, Clerk of Session 

Holly Gaff, Treasurer     

Nancy Babor,  Financial Secretary  

 

SESSION 

Building & Grounds  Stewardship 

     Nancy Babor 
        
                       
Witness & Outreach  Worship 

Jessica Fitzgerald   Amy Griffin 

     Carol Maxwell

            

Administration and Personnel 

Dennis Griffin  

                   

Presbyterian Women 

Nancy Babor, Monday Night Circle 

Dolores Ominski, Tuesday Morning Circle 

 

Presbyterian Men 

Tom Maxwell, President 

Fred Holtz, Vice-president 

Jim daSilva, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Memorial Committee 

Nancy Babor 

 
 


