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T h i r d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  April 2020 

You Don’t Need to Open the Church for Easter 
March 27, 2020 by John Pavlovitz 

 

We all want to be in church for Easter.  But that’s not necessary.  Many people who talk about the Church 
miss what’s always been true—even many Christians. 
 

The Church has never had anything to do with geography. It was never a building, never a fixed, physical lo-
cation you visited for an hour on Sunday. That’s far too small a space to fit the vast and sprawling life it pro-
duces. 
 

The Church has always been the people who gather together to do the work of compassion and mercy and 
love and justice, regardless of where and when they gather. They are living, breathing, animated sanctuaries 
who house divinity. 
 

In these terrifying, draining, disorienting moments, the Church is doing what it was always supposed to do: 
 

Exhausted healthcare workers are on the front lines, boldly living out sacrificial love of strangers. 
 

Courageous first responders are daily placing themselves in harm’s way to care for their neighbors as them-
selves. 
 

Grocery store employees are working tirelessly to fill ever-emptying shelves so that hungry people can have 
their daily bread. 
 

Faith communities, nonprofits, and charities are rallying people and marshaling resources and redirecting 
energies to continue to love the least of these. 
 
Heroic teachers are feverishly finding creative ways to shepherd well the children in their care, without 
physical proximity. 
 

Emotionally and physically taxed parents are contenting with a swirling storm of fierce worries and unabat-
ed terrors, while being a calm, steady, gentle reminder to their children that they are beloved and they need-
n’t fear. 
 

These are not all people of faith, but many are—and those people are being the Church now as much as ever, 
with the embodied hymns of and exhaled prayers and walking sermons that rise up in the brutal trenches of 
this life, when the compassionate love of Jesus is incarnated in their work and their words. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
 

These things cannot be relegated to one place for one hour, they are the expansive holy ground of hos-
pital rooms and store aisles and makeshift closet computer workspaces and dining room tables and 
wooded paths. They are the tiny yet mighty acts of goodness that no worship service can create or 
contain. 
 

Whatever the work of Jesus was and is, doesn’t require permission to begin and it is not beholden to 
any politician’s decree and it isn’t waiting quietly in a building to be unlocked and released—which is 
the greatest news for people of faith and morality and conscience who feel burdened to heal and feed 
and encourage and unite. That is happening in these very moments. 
 

And that’s the beautiful truth of these dark days: even in the middle of a terrifying pandemic, even 
when schedules are interrupted, even when chaos is ever-present, even when people are scattered, 
even when buildings filled with chairs and pews and class rooms are closed—the Church is still the 
Church and love is still love. 
 

Every day is Easter for those who are willing to see it. There is always life breaking through, always 
restoration happening, always resurrection taking place, always glorious rebirth happening, always 
miracles in our midst. 
 

If people who claim Christianity really want to care for our neighbors and we’re really committed to 
loving the least and we’re truly burdened to heal the wounds of the world, we’ll keep the religious 
buildings closed for as long as the doctors and scientists tell us to. We won’t worry about timetables 
or deadlines because they are of little use. 
 

The Church doesn’t need to be open for Easter. The Church is already open. Hallelujah and Amen. 
 

The 

Church  

Is Not     

Empty 

It            

Has     

Been      

Deployed 

Be The Church 
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April 2020 Lectionary Readings   
 

Palm Sunday - April 5                                                                           
Liturgy of the Palms                                                                                          

Matthew 21:1–11                                                       
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29                                               

Liturgy of the Passion                                               
Isaiah 50:4–9a                                                            
Psalm 31:9–16                                                                

Philippians 2:5–11                                                                      
Matthew 26:14—27:66                                                              

Matthew 27:11–54  

Maundy Thursday - April 9                                      
Exodus 12:1–4 [5–10] 11–14                                        

Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19                                                                
1 Corinthians 11:23–26                                                        
John 13:1–17, 31b–35  

Good Friday - April 10                                              
Isaiah 52:13—53:12                                                             

Psalm 22                                                                                    
Hebrews 10:16–25                                                                         

Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9                                                       
John 18:1—19:42  

Easter Sunday - April 12                                          
Acts 10:34–43                                                                     

Jeremiah 31:1–6                                                                  
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24                                                           

Colossians 3:1–4                                                                               
Acts 10:34–43                                                                              
John 20:1–18                                                                              

Matthew 28:1–10  

Second Sunday of Easter - April 19                     
Acts 2:14a, 22–32                                                                

Psalm 16                                                                                     
1 Peter 1:3–9                                                                                    

John 20:19–31  

Third Sunday of Easter - April 26                        
Acts 2:14a, 36–41                                                                 

Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19                                                                       
1 Peter 1:17–23                                                                         
Luke 24:13–35  

Online Giving/Tithing 

Tithing is the foundation of giving and now 
Third Presbyterian Church has an online giving 
options. This may seem like a small thing in the 
grand scheme right now.  It matters that you 
continue to get your offering in, as long as you 
are fiscally able.  Even if the building is empty, 
bills and salaries need to be paid; what’s more, 
you’re helping your church maintain mission 
commitments to the community in a time when 
that commitment is more important than ever.  
Below is the link you may use to send in your 
pledge online.  If online is not an option for you, 
you can still may in a check to the church office. 
 

https://onrealm.org/ThirdPC/give/now 

 

Live Stream Worship  
Every Sunday at 11 am 

 

Join us each Sunday morning for virtual worship 
at 11 am.  Below is the Zoom link where you will 
be able to see those leading worship and along 
with parts of our liturgy.   

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/605837516 

If you do not have computer access, you can call 
in with your home or cell phone using Zoom’s 
dial in option. 

(301) 715-8592                                                  
Meeting ID: 605 837 516 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/605837516
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Volunteers are needed to help with the Clothes 
Closet on the 2nd  Saturday of the 
month from 10:00  a.m. to 12 
noon. If  you are interested in  
helping, please   contact Carol  
Maxwell at 757-531-9851 

 

 

Don’t forget to sign-up on the flower calendar 

on the hallway bulletin board if 
you wish to place flowers in the 

sanctuary for a special  occasion.  
The cost is $45 and flowers are  

provided by Martin’s florist. 

 

 

Thank You From The Family Of 

Catherine Grandstaff 

 

The joy Catherine has experienced through the 
years is unmeasurable and is due mainly to her 
upbringing in Third Presbyterian Church. Mem-
bers and friends have shown their love and car-
ing from her early years in Sunday School to 
adulthood as a communing member. They have 
shared in many happy occasions, such as her 
Birthday, and celebrated her accomplishments 
as she progressed in various stages of her life. 
Praise be to God! 

 

The family wishes to express its appreciation of 
every kindness, thoughts, prayers, comforting 
words and expressions of sympathy and caring. 
Thank you for attending her visitation and cele-
brating her life at the service on Saturday. You 
have been a blessing! 

 

Dot, Nancy and Vernon 

 

Covid-19 Health Prevention Tips 

Stay at home 

It’s what we are asked to do.  Don’t go anywhere 
unless you need groceries, medication or to see 

a doctor. 

Limit your exposure 

Staying home is best.  Telework if at all possible. 

Social Distancing 

If you must go out, please keep at least 6 ft. 
apart from other individuals.  Avoid areas with 

more than 10 people. 

Avoid contact with sick people 

If you have sick people in your house, try to 
keep them in one room and away from others as 

much as possible. 

Wash your hands with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds while singing the 

“Doxology” 

Scrub all surfaces of your hands - back, front, 
between fingers.  Do this frequently especially 

after blowing your nose, coughing and using the 
bathroom.  You can also use hand sanitizer with 

at least 60% alcohol.   

Don’t touch your face – eyes, nose and mouth 

Germs can easily enter our bodies if we touch 
our faces, especially if our hands aren’t clean.  

Clean and disinfect touched surfaces fre-
quently 

Wipe down counters, door knobs and handles, 
light switches, sinks, faucets, toilets, keyboards, 

electronics, keys, remotes and phones. 

Get some fresh air and exercise 

Go sit on your porch.  Walk out in the backyard.  
Listen to the birds.  Ride your bike or take a 

short walk in your neighborhood while keeping 
at least 6 ft. away from others. 

 

If anyone needs assistance with groceries or 
other personal needs, please reach out to 
one of the elders.  We are here to help and 
will work to take care of each other during 

this time of uncertainty.   
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Prayer List 
 

Please remember the following people and fami-
lies in your  prayers, that they might be lifted up 

through your conversations with God:   

Betty Graham, Ginny Davis, Betsy Wright, Kitty 
and Randy Ribaudo, Steve Glover, Merle Raynor’s 

family, Jim Holtz, Larry McKinney, Bonnie Green, 
Anne Basnight,  Darlene Pick, Steve Babor, Paula 

Wren-Jessica’s mother-in-law, Phil and Claudia 
Cary, Dana Jackson-friend of CJ’s, Marlin Stockdill, 
Ed McElrath-Nancy’s Brother, The Grandstaff Fam-

ily, The Derrenbacker Family, Pastor Larry, Our 
Church, and the Session. 

If anyone has a prayer concern, please contact, Dee 
Glover.  You can call a  prayer  request in by calling 
Dee at 757-588-7964, Betsy Wright at 757-857-
5271 or call the church office.  You can also email 
to thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1—Dennis Griffin 

April 3—Dolores Ominski 

April 15—Jennifer Lavallee 

April 15—Jim Rudiger 

April 20—Amy Griffin 

April 23—Jim daSilva 

April 23—Renee Hughes 

Presbyterian Women 
Ongoing projects: 
A. new or gently used clothing 
for shelters.  
B. brown and plastic bags for 
St. Columba.  
C. stamps for the American Philatelic society.  
 

Monday Night Circle 

Next meeting to be determined. 

 

Tuesday Morning Circle 

There were four ladies at the Tuesday Morning 

Circle that met at the church on March 10th. 

Betsy opened the meeting with a devotion from 

“Heart Gifts, “Where Can We Find Him?”  We col-

lected our offerings and the sunshine report was 

read. 

We discussed Lesson 6 from our book, “The Sev-

enth Word, You Shall Not Commit Adultery.”  We 

read that “one who betrays marriage can be ex-

pected to betray God.”  We learned that we 

should renew our relationship with God and be 

thankful for the people in our life. 

Delores reminded us of upcoming events.  Our 

April project is collecting clothes, paper prod-

ucts and miscellaneous items for the HER Shel-

ter.  The Women’s Birthday luncheon is sched-

uled for May 9th. 

Debbie had our Least Coin Devotional 

“Goodness,“  from “Circle of Prayer.”  Delores 

closed our meeting with a reading from “Season 

of Spring” “Seek this Light.” 

Our next meeting will be determined at a later 

time.  We will study Lesson 7.  All ladies are wel-
come. 

 

mailto:thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com
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Carol Maxwell  

757-531-9851 

*Carol and Ronnie Hogwood  

Cheryl and Fred Holtz  

Teri Howard   

Janice daSilva 

**Brittany French 

Dave and Jenni Joyce 

  

Amy Griffin  

757-618-3006 

Claudia and Phil Cary 

*Dee Glover  

*Lorraine Joyner  

Meghan Powell and Geno Morgan 

Ginny Davis 

Betty Graham 

Jessica Fitzgerald & Family 

  

Jessica Fitzgerald 

757-581-1153 

Stacy Apelt and Judith Floyd 
Apelt  

Nancy Babor   

James daSilva 

*Steven and Claudia Glover  

Ginny Keisel 

*Evelyn Lunn (The Ballentine) 

  

Dennis Griffin 

757-618-3005 

Marguerite Duke 

Betty Hart 

Susan Howlett 

Michael and Teresa Gibbs 

Garland and Peggy Russell 

Joseph Bray 

Ruth Bray 

 

 

 

 

 

Artie Derrenbacker 

757-636-3500 

Pete and Debbie Goode 

Nancy and Vernon Barham 

Dorothy Grandstaff 

Jennifer Lavallee & Family 

Ron and Inda Ratcliff 

*Chuck and Suzanne Olejasz  
 

CJ Jones 

757-537-8174 

*Dee Curtis  

Artie and Milinda Derrenbacker 

T. J. and Larry McKinney 

Marlin and Sylvia Stockdill 

Carol and Tom Maxwell 

Randy and Kitty Ribaudo 

Shelli Quales 

Lexi White 

  

Tom Maxwell 

757-531-9851 

John and Aileen Coggeshall 

Amy and Dennis Griffin 

Jim Rudiger 

Bonnie Green & Family 

Tim Green  

Holly Gaff and CJ Jones 

Malinda Hanna Davis   

* Anne Basnight  
 

Nancy Babor 

757-588-7501 

Susan Mayo 

*Dolores Ominski 

Darlene Pick 

Debbie and Ray Platte 

*Betsy Wright 

  

*no email-please call 

** Text 

Red = Shut-in 

 

 

Calvin Presbyterian Church 

2901 E Little Creek Rd, Norfolk, VA 
23518 (757) 587-1591  

• Food Pantry Hours 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

• Third Saturdays of the month 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   

  

The food pantry serves Norfolk 
zip codes 23518 and 23503.  
Those in need of assistance 
may obtain a referral from any of 
the participating churches.  

  

Pantry Wish List: 

25 oz Apple Sauce  

16 oz. Baked Beans 

24 oz Beef Stew  

15 oz. Peas 

15 oz Green Beans  

1 lb. 13 oz Canned Fruit 

32 oz Jelly   

18 oz Peanut Better 

32 oz Pancake Mix  

24 oz Syrup 

1 lb. Rice   

8.25 oz Tuna  Helper 

6 oz Tuna   

15 oz Spaghetti “O” s 

15 oz Thick Soup  

64 oz Juice  

12 oz Luncheon Meat    

7.25 oz Macaroni & Cheese 

13.75 oz Mashed Potatoes  

13.7 Oatmeal Individual Packs 

16 oz Spaghetti Noodles 

26.5 oz Spaghetti Sauce  

Dry Milk, Individual Packs 

  

Please, no baby food, coffee, tea, sug-
ar, pickles, olives, condiments, toma-
toes, cranberries, canned milk, crack-
ers or mushrooms. 

Shepherd’s List 2020 
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Third Presbyterian Church 

8065 Carlton Street 

Norfolk , V23518 

CHURCH  STAFF 
 
Debbie Platte, Secretary     

Joseph C. Bray, III, Organist/ Choir Director  

Clara Barnes, Sexton 

Teri Howard, Clerk of Session 

Holly Gaff, Treasurer     

Nancy Babor,  Financial Secretary  

 

SESSION 

Building & Grounds  Stewardship 

CJ Jones    Nancy Babor 
Tom Maxwell        
                       
Witness & Outreach  Worship 

Jessica Fitzgerald   Amy Griffin 

     Carol Maxwell

            

Administration and Personnel 

Dennis Griffin  

Artie Derrenbacker                   

 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Nancy Babor, Monday Night Circle 

Dolores Ominski, Tuesday Morning Circle 

 

Presbyterian Men 

Tom Maxwell, President 

Fred Holtz, Vice-president 

Jim daSilva, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Memorial Committee 

Nancy Babor 

 
 


